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Expo 6: The Mondrian Effect

Primary colours, black lines, and geometric shapes: the visual language of Piet
Mondrian remains visible in everyday life to this day.

Not only artists, but also designers and entrepreneurs continue to draw inspiration from
his distinctive style. The Mondrian Effect demonstrates how his influence has extended
far beyond the world of art into the realms of design and commerce.

In this exhibition, you will discover design objects in which Mondrian’s artistic style
meets the vision of contemporary designers. Many of these objects are inspired by
specific paintings by Mondrian, offering fresh interpretations of his work. In this way, his
artis transformed into elegant and functional design objects.

Each designer engages with Mondrian’s work in a different way. Some adopt hisiconic
colours and lines, while others explore his ideas about harmony, balance, and
simplicity. Some designers take inspiration from his abstract compositions, whereas
others look back to his earlier paintings of nature and landscapes.

Curious to see how far Mondrian’s influence reaches? Visit the gallery upstairs to
discover how his style has also made its mark on the commercial world.

Jewellery

When designing jewellery, Jiska Minderhoud seeks to see the world as Mondrian did,
reducing forms to lines. The pieces shown here are inspired by various paintings by Piet
Mondrian.

For this series, Minderhoud works with copper and silver. To her, copper has awarm
and organic quality that evokes trees, while silver appears more restrained and
geometric, reflecting Mondrian’s later style.

Minderhoud regards art as a source of comfort and philosophical reflection. Through
her jewellery, she hopes to share that sense of meaning and solace with others.

Jiska Minderhoud, Silver Linings of Mondrian (2018-2026)
Copper and silver



Mondrian Salt March

Landscape architect and artist Bruno Doedens designed the Mondrian Salt Marsh,
inspired by Mondrian’s Pier and Ocean (1915). This landscape installation was
conceived to support the accumulation of sand and clay through the natural movement
of tides, allowing new land to emerge.

The design consists of a strict grid of straight lines. Posts and dams are arranged at right
angles, slowing the flow of water. The open-dam structure makes natural processes
visible and creates space for nature to do its work.

Although the Mondrian Salt Marsh was never built, it demonstrates how art, nature, and
coastal management can come together in harmony. A smaller-scale prototype was
realized through the Wadland project in collaboration with students during the Oerol
Festival in 2014.

Bruno Doedens, Mondrian Salt Marsh (2012-2018)

Design drawing

Tableware set

This tableware setis inspired by Piet Mondrian’s Tableau /Il (1914). Designer Erna
Huppelschoten of the Amersfoort-based studioZAND translated the painting into
porcelain. Beyond its use of colour, she admires the way Mondrian reflected on form
and image.

Huppelschoten works at the intersection of design, art, and product development.
While functionality sometimes takes centre stage, concept and beauty are often her
primary concerns. She hopes that the care, craftsmanship, and sense of perfection
embedded in each object can be felt by its users.

At studioZAND, both perfection and “perfect imperfection” play an important role,
something clearly visible in this set. Working with porcelain demands precision, yet the
cup handles were attached by hand and guided by intuition. The result is a playful
balance between structure and freedom.

Erna Huppelschoten, Tableau lll (2022)
Glazed porcelain



Dress

Since 2004, fashion designer Irving Vorster has created clothing under his label IRVINX.

His designs are characterized by lines, geometry, and asymmetry. Although he works
with complex forms, his garments convey a sense of calm and simplicity. Through
carefully constructed lines and opticalillusions, each piece appears different from
every angle, inviting the viewer to look more closely.

For Mon Cadre, Vorster used Mondrian’s Lozenge Composition with Two Lines (1931) as
his starting point. Where the painting ends, Vorster continues. He extends the lines
beyond the canvas and allows them to move across the body. By breaking through the
frame, he transforms Mondrian’s linear composition into a wearable dress. The result is
a painting that can be worn and experienced.

Irving Vorster, Mon Cadre (2026)

Cotton and plexiglas

Coin

In 2022, marking 150 years since the birth of Piet Mondrian, the Royal Dutch Mintissued
a commemorative coin designed by artist Marjolein Rothman.

Rothman chose a strikingly minimalist design that captures the essence of Mondrian’s
ideas: the search for balance and a universal harmony underlying the visible world. Like
Mondrian, she reduced her image to its essentials, using the horizontal and vertical line
as her point of departure.

Her design refers to Lozenge Composition with Two Lines (1931). During the design
process, Rothman initially considered incorporating colored planes and references to
Mondrian’s studio. She ultimately abandoned these ideas, believing they would distract
from the essence of his vision. The result is a minimalist coin that conveys Mondrian’s
philosophy with clarity and strength.

Marjolein Rothman, The Mondrian Five-Euro Coin (2022)
Silver-plated copper



Vases

Before fully dedicating himself to life as an artist, ceramicist Thomas de Roo spent
several years working as a night watchman at the Kunstmuseum Den Haag. During the
quiet night hours, he had ample opportunity to study Piet Mondrian’s paintings at close
range.

The impressions he gained there later found their way into his own work. They formed
the basis of his Mondrian vase series, inspired by Mondrian’s abstract geometric
compositions.

Using his own distinctive colour palette and a visual language that subtly references
Mondrian, De Roo transformed this influence into a personal and three-dimensional
form.

Thomas de Roo, Mondrian vases

Hand-thrown English porcelain

Entresol: Dance

You can find this video projection on the entresol, beneath the staircase to expo 7 and next to
the entrance of expo 8.

Artist Vincent de Kooker and choreographer Lonneke van Leth combine dance and
visual art in their video Victory Boogie Woogie in Motion. In this work, dancers move
through Piet Mondrian’s famous painting Victory Boogie Woogie (1942-1944).

Because Mondrian never had the chance to complete the painting, the artists view it as
an open-ended work. This creates space forimagination and new interpretations.
Through dance, they bring the painting to life: rhythm, energy, and movement become
visible and tangible. The dancers wear minimalist costumes that echo the painting’s
lines and planes, allowing image and movement to merge.

The video is both a tribute to Mondrian and a contemporary interpretation of his work.
Vincent de Kooker en Lonneke van Leth

Victory Boogie Woogie in Motion (2017)
Video






Expo 7: The Mondrian Effect

Mondrian bicycle

Amin Mayahi is the founder, owner, and designer of the handmade bicycle brand
Republic Dutch, based in Utrecht.

Born in Iran, Mayahi fled to the Netherlands with his family at the age of fifteen. Driven
by his passion for cycling and design, he founded Republic Dutch, a brand that brings
together craftsmanship, design, and personal stories.

Since turning thirty, Mayahi has undertaken an annual cycling journey through Europe,
Asia, or New Zealand. These trips not only allow him to test his bicycle designs but also
provide inspiration from the countries he visits and the people he meets along the way.
Last year, he cycled through Vietnam on a specially designed bicycle inspired by
Mondrian’s style.

With this bicycle, the designer pays tribute to Piet Mondrian, one of the Netherlands’
most renowned artists. At the same time, the bicycle symbolizes the connection
between Dutch design, art, and the cycling culture for which the Netherlands is
famous.

NOMM-Drian guitar

This Gripen guitar was designed by Doug Kauer. Gripen is the Swedish word for griffin—
a fitting name for a guitar with wing-like contours. The unconventional guitar builder
from Sacramento, California, developed the NOMM-Drian series for his company’s
presentation at NAMM 2026, one of the largest annual music trade shows in the United
States.

For this series, five guitars were painted in a style inspired by the work of Mondrian.
Reflecting on the painting process, Kauer says:

“We spent more than four months on the painting. Through this process, | came to
appreciate Mondrian even more. His style appears deceptively simple, but it is anything
but.”
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